
Hawksbury Community Living Trust 

Your Life.
Your Way. 

Vocational
Vocational Activities were initiated in June 2014. 
Discussions were held with people to identify 
what they would like to be involved in. 
Suggestions were meals on wheels, washing 
vehicles, mowing lawns, helping people with 
garden maintenance and having their own little 
version of “The Good Life” including hens, 
vegetable gardens and fruit trees.

We were also contacted by Brighter Futures / 
Corner Stones and offered the opportunity for 
people to be supported and educated in 
understanding and signing contracts, 
completing time sheets, monetary skills and 
various other skills that people wished to learn. 

This opportunity could not have come at a 
better time and has worked hand-in-hand with 
the up-skilling of people we support around the 
Vocational Activities.

Hawksbury Community 
Living Trust 

Residential Support
Hawksbury Community Living Trust provides 
quality residences in Otago and Canterbury. 

Each home is individually managed by a 
committed team of support staff to ensure a 
relaxed, safe, friendly environment in which the 
people we support can thrive.

 

Your Life. Your Way.
Martin Harris, CEO, martinharris@hawksbury.co.nz, 03 357 0057 or 027 280 4430



 

Supported 
Independent 
Living
Hawksbury has  
supported people who 
for many years have 
lived in a residential 
setting to expand their 
opportunities into 
independent living.

 

Flexible Disability Support 
(FDS)
This is a new initiative that Hawksbury engaged 
with the Ministry of Health at the beginning 
2016. Since then Hawksbury has been working 
with seven to eight people looking at ways to 
transition from school to vocational activities or 
move from home into a flat. 

Hawksbury has been involved with four people 
and their families in the setup of their own flat 
where people will hold their own tenancy and 
will be in the driving seat around their own 
support needs and living arrangements. 

 

We have found Hawksbury Trust to 
be very helpful in setting up 
supported living for our son James 
they have been very professional  
we are sure this will transfer over to 
the supported living in the flat.

In 2015 we met Martin Harris of the Hawksbury 
Community Living Trust. At the time we were 
approaching residential providers  to see if 
anyone could help us with staffing a house of 
our choosing for our son James. Some 
residential providers were interested but no 
one was able to help us unless we had a 
residential subsidy for James, which we did  
not have. 

We loved the "can do" attitude of Martin as he 
was very positive about what we wanted to 
achieve for our son. In early 2016 we heard that 
the MOH was putting in place Flexible Disability 
Support which would allow us to enter into an 
arrangement with Flexible Disability Support 
(FDS) Contracted Providers to manage our 
son's budget and provide the staff we would 
need to care for our son in his own home. 

So in order to fulfil our vision for our son   
being able to flat with friends just like his 
brothers we went ahead and purchased a 
house in 2016 and contacted the parents of 
some of our son's friends. 

Martin Harris went the extra mile to meet all  
the families and get to know our sons, all at a 
time when there was no contract between us 
and no guarantee that we would use his 
services or even be able to secure the 
necessary funding. He has been very positive 
and supportive when there was no blueprint of 
how exactly to do this and how the funding 
would be accounted for by Flexible Disability 
Support (FDS) Contracted Providers. 

On April 3rd, 2017 our son James and his 3 
friends move into their home and will embark 
on a new life away from their parents. Together 
we have worked through issues as they have 
arisen and done what was required to give our 
son and his friends the good life they are 
entitled to, like any other New Zealand citizen. 

There may still be issues that arise but we     
are confident, positive and have complete   
trust in Martin and the Hawksbury Community 
Living Trust that together we will be able sort 
them out. 

Better still our son is about to embark on a   
new life in his own home, with people his own 
age, still supported by his family and the 
Hawksbury Community Living Trust, but more 
importantly where he and his family are in 
charge of his life.

We are very pleased to say that our 
experience with Hawksbury Trust so far 
has been a very good one. We are very 
thankful to Martin, Kim, Leonard and 
Mantar for making our son Ashby's 
transition from school go very smooth.

We are very impressed with Hawksbury's 
caring and friendly staff. They are very 
flexible, communicate with us regularly and 
update any changes straight away. We 
really feel that Ashby will be happy and 
safe in their care when he moves into the 
flat next month.
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